| „ | 
- — . 8 * „ ry. 49 
1 TY 4 
. "x ” 
- * FU Pp - PE n * 


- : / - 7 
3 15 3 
AY 7 CC 
/ . „ } 


| 
= 


S © WON 
PREACHED in the PARISH CHURCH of 
STOKE my NAYLAND, 
SUFFOLK. 
OCTOBER 27th, 1798. | 
On the Occaſion of firſt reading the Prayer and Thankſgiving 
for the late Victory obtained by Admiral Lord NELSON 
over the French Fleet, at the Mouth of the Nile, on the 
1ſt of Auguſt laſt. 
Br S. PARLBY, A. B. . : 
CUurATE OF STOKE BY NAYLAND. A 
HE THAT GLORIETH LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD. ; 3 
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TO THE 


PARISHIONERS of STOKE BY NAYLAND, 
SUFFOLK. 


My wirthy Pariſhioners and Fellow Chriſtians, 


TEE following Diſcourſe, compoſed in haſte and 


amidſt the conſtant engagements of a large family 
of private pupils, contains nothing that can chal- 
lenge or merit the notice of the Public. It is now 
printed at the requeſt of many among yourſelves. 
If, within the limited circle of my miniſtry, it may 
ſerve to render the minds of any more thoroughly 
convinced of their political and religious advan- 
tages; if it may put any in mind to honour the 
king, to be ſubject to principalities and powers, to 
obey magiſtrates, and to be ready to every good 

work, 


ae 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


work, I ſhall have great reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
what I have done. And I humbly beg of the Holy 
Spirit of God to bleſs my miniſtry in this and all 
other inſtances, to your edification, and furtherance 
in Chriſtian temper and knowledge. 


To his grace I now commend you, for all ſpiritual 
and temporal protection, and am 


Your faithful and 
Affectionate Miniſter, 


S. P. 
10 A 66 


4 SER MO. 


PS ALM cxliv. Verſe 10. 


Thou haſt given viclory unto kings, and haſt delivered David 
thy ſervant from the peril of the cord. 


Ir is plain that the Pſalm from which this verſe is taken 
was a thankſgiving poured out by David in the warmth of 
his heart, for ſome ſignal victory recently obtained over his 
enemies; the whole Pſalm is compoſed in ſuch an exalted 
ſtrain of piety to God, as the giver of all victory; of zeal 
and affection for the true intereſts and happineſs of his people ; 
that there are few paſſages to be found in the ſacred writings 
more expreſſive of a ſublime devotion to God, and ardent 
charity to man. The royal Prophet, even in the moment of 
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victory, ſeems not to have been actuated by any vanity of 
ſpirit, that would incline him to attribute his ſucceſſes to any 
{kill or courage of his own, or his people, independent of the 
Lord. Bleſſed be the Lord my, ſtrengtb, ſays he, who teacheth 
my bands to war, and my fingers 10 fight: my hope and my fort- 
reſs ; my caſtle and deliverer ; my defender in whom IT truſt ; who 
ſubdueth my people that is under me. There is ſomething ſo 
truly great in this humility of ſpirit, eſpecially in one 
crowned with ſucceſs, and ſurrounded with victory and 
triumphs, that it can never be ſufficiently admired. And 
ö this ſentiment was ſtrongly impreſſed upon the mind of 
a David. Upon a compariſon of his own powers and merits, 
with the extraordinary ſucceſs and protection that had been 
| 


vouchſafed to him, he could not refrain from breaking out 
N into the following exclamation : Lord ! what is man that thou 
j baſt ſuch reſpecti unto bim, or the ſon of man, that thou ſo regardeſt 
; bim] We have here repreſented to us a true ſtatement of our 
condition, and of our entire dependance upon God to give 
| a proſperous iſſue to all our endeavours : and moſt happy it 
| is for us that we have ſuch a great and glorious Being to 
depend upon 1n all events, both of war and of peace : David 
had ſuch a full and entire conviction of his ſole dependance 
upon this protecting arm of God, that in the verſe before 
the text, under the immediate ſenſe of God's favour, he 

breaks 
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breaks out into expreſſions of holy rapture and pious joy: 
IT will ſing a new ſong unto thee, O God] and ſing praiſes unto thee 
upon a ten-flringed Inte, Then follow the words of the text: 
Thou haſt given viftory unto kings, and haſt delivered David thy 
ſervant from the peril of the ſword. 


In this paſſage we are taught not to place our confidence 
in human means, or attribute our ſucceſſes to human power, 
but be that glorieih let him glory in the Lord. 


In the late illuſtrious and important victories, by which 
his majeſty's arms have been bleſſed at ſea, in very diſtant 
and divided parts of the world, it is no ſmall ſatisfaction to 
every refletting mind to conſider that the great body of the 
nation has been animated but with one ſentiment and one. 
voice reſpecting the ſolemn and pious manner in which one 
of theſe ſignal ſervices eſpecially, has been announced to 
the public. And the gallant admiral has hardly been more 
praiſed for the victory itſelf, than for that juſt and manly 
ſpirit of plety, by which he opens his report, with attri- 
buting the events and the ſucceſs of that memorable day, 
(1ſt of Auguſt, 1798) not merely to the arm of fleſh, to the 
{kill or courage of his men, but to the bleſſing and protec- 
tion of Heaven. His letter opens with this ſolemn and pious 

B 2 attribute 


14 4 
attribute of praiſe: * Almighty God has bleſſed his majeſty's 
arms in the late battle, by a great victory over the fleet of 
the enemy.” “ While our commanders are animated by ſo 
juſt and manly a ſpirit of piety, we have every thing to hope 
from their endeavours. Men that are actuated by ſuch a 
principle, have ſomething to rely upon in the hour of danger 
that will never fail to ſupport their courage, and give vigour 
and effect to their exertions. There is no extreme of danger 
or difficulty from which they will ſhrink in the ſervice of 
their king and country. And this truth is ſufficiently proved 
by the events of the late victory; for a more bold and 
intrepid ſervice is hardly recorded in the annals of the naval 
hiſtory of the world. Such great and noble ſpirits feel and 
acknowledge that the Lord is their defence and their ſhield, 
their hope and their fortreſs, their caſtle and deliverer, their de- 


fender, in whom they truſt, and who covereth their head in the 
day of battle. 


* There cannot be a greater contraſt between the ſucceſſes and ſervices of 
Admiral Nelſon and Buonaparte, than between their different letters, and the 
ſpirit in which they are written, one to lord St. Vincent, and the other to the 
French directory. Buonaparte attributes all the good or evil that befalls him 
merely to Fortune, and ſeems to think the world and all the events that happen 
in it, ſubject to no other controul ar diſpoſal. 


But 


11 
But it will raiſe our ſouls on this occaſion to a higher pitch 
of praiſe to Almighty God, and gratitude to our able com- 
manders and gallant ſeamen, if we conſider ſome of the evils 
from which we have been delivered, and the bleſſings that 


have been ſecured to us by the late glorious victories which 
our fleets have obtained over the enemy, 


The grand blow that was intended by a two-year's prepa- 
ration to have been ſtruck at our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt, had 
the Providence of God permitted it to be ſucceſsful, would 
have taken away from thouſands their preſent ſubſiſtence, as 
well as have lopped off a very conſiderable branch of the 
national reſources. It would have deprived an honourable 
and opulent company, perhaps the largeſt and richeſt in the 
world, of their territorial acquiſitions in India ; the com- 
merce of the Eaſt muſt have taken a new direction to the 
ports of our enemies, inſtead of crouding to the ſhores of 
Britain. And ſo extenſive are the connections of that opu- 
lent commercial company, ſo cloſely are its intereſts inter- 
woven with thoſe of the great maſs of the community, that 
in all probability a failure there would have ſhaken the found- 
ations of public credit, and left us little more than the name 
of a commercial nation remaining. But, bleſſed be God, this 
proud deſign has been blaſted, and the ambitious adventurer 
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is left to make his way amidſt hoſtile nations, and in an 
unwholeſome climate, cut off from reſources, and the means 
of retreat ; deſtined, perhaps, to hold out to the world ano. 
ther warning example of the madneſs of an infatuated and 
unjuſt ambition.-—Nor is the defeat of theſe diſtant dangers 
the only one for which we are called upon to be thankful to 
Providence at this glorious, but awful period : it has pleaſed 
Heaven to bleſs our naval commanders with new and moſt 
important victories on the ſhores of a ſiſter kingdom; the 
affections of many of whoſe ſubjects have been alienated by 
inſidious arts and poiſonous principles, from a juſt attach- 
ment to their lawful ſovereign. No means have been left 
untried to diſtract and divide the empire; and with many of 
weak underſtandings, or perverſe and corrupted principles, 
they have ſucceeded but too well ; ſo that a large body of the 
people of Ireland have been ſeduced into open rebellion 
againſt their King; and it requires all the vigilance and au- 
thority of Government, ſupported by the zeal and exertions 
of her well-diſpoſed citizens, to prevent this rebellious ſpirit 
from getting a-head, to the ſubverſion of all legal govern- 
ment, and the introduction of anarchy and confuſion. Should 
this event once take place in a neighbouring kingdom, which 
conſtitutes a conſiderable part of our empire, it would pro- 
bably very ſoon make its way into the heart of this eountry. 

Many 


LJ 


Many have been the occaſions in former ages, in which the 
hand of Providence has been plainly ſtretched out for the 
defence of theſe realms. And ſurely in no inſtance do we 
appear to have been more ſignally favoured by Heaven, than 
in the glorious victories obtained at ſea over the fleets and 
armies of our enemies in this and the laſt year. When we 
conſider the critical moment at which they have been defeat. 
ed, and the pernicious deſigns on which they were bent, we 
cannot be too thankful to Almighty God for ſo ſeaſonable a 
deliverance from danger. And next to Heaven, no ſmall 
ſhare of our gratitude is due to thoſe brave and noble com- 
manders, and gallant ſeamen, who renouncing caſe and pri- 
vate indulgences, have expoſed themſelves to every danger, 
in ſtormy ſeas, in diſtant and unwholeſome climates, for the 
public good; by whoſe generous and ſucceſsful ſervices we 
are protected from the immediate horrors of war, and are 
ſtrangers to all the calamities of it, except the unavoidable 
burden of expence. This we ſhall ſurely. bear with cheer- 
fulneſs, when we reflect upon the numerous evils from which 


we are exempted ; the rapine and violence, and all the con- 


ſequent train of diſtreſſes to which the perſons and property 


of thoſe muſt be expoſed, whoſe country is the actual ſeat of 
war. 2 
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But beſides theſe temporary ſufferings, had the proud de- 
ſigns of our enemies been crowned with ſucceſs, our glorious 
conſtitution in church and ſtate, the pride of our country, 
and the envy of the world, muſt have been entirely ſubverted. 
Their open and acknowledged deſign was nothing ſhort of 
this. Inſtead of our preſent mild, orderly, and well balanced 
government, we were to have been ſubject to all the evils of 
a democratical power; where the moſt worthleſs, the moſt 
ambitious and unprincipled perſons are generally the heads of 
contending factions, perpetually ſtruggling againſt each other 
for the honours and emoluments of the ſtate. Together with 
the entite ſubverſion of our religious and political eſtabliſh- 
menr, was intended to be introduced among us that torrent 
of licentiouſneſs and depravity in morals, that ſyſtem of vio- 
lence and tyranny in government which have ſo long ruined 
and diſhonoured the once flouriſhing kingdom of France. 
Neither perſons nor property, things ſacred nor civil, would 
have been ſpared. Of this we are aſſured from their actual 
conduct to thoſe nations who have been taken under their 
protection, or to ſpeak more properly, have fallen under their 
iron yoke. Andif this has been the caſe with thoſe to whom 
they profeſſed fraternity and friend/pip, what muſt have been 
expected by thoſe againſt whom they declare themſelves 
actuated by the moſt rancorous and inveterate hatred ; and of 

whom 
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whom they hardly ever ſpeak but in terms of the moſt ſan- 
guinary revenge. Theſe are ſome few of the public and 
private calamities from which it has pleaſed Almighty God 
to deliver us by the late ſignal victories, obtained by our 
naval commanders in the different parts of the world. And 
bleſſed be God, who has thus ſaved us, and delivered us from the 
hand of flrange children, whoſe mouth talketh of vanity, and their 
right band is a right hand of iniquity. 


But we ſhall be more ſenſible of the goodneſs of God to us 
on this important occaſion, if we take a ſhort view of ſome 
of the great bleſſings, public and private, that have been 
preſerved to us by the late glorious victories at ſea. 


In the firſt place, we have to thank Almighty God, that 
our ancient conſtitution in church and ſtate has been thus 
happily preſerved to us. That thoſe civil inſtitutions which 
have reſulted from the accumulated wiſdom and experience 
of ages, have not been ſwept away in a moment, to make 
room for the fancied liberty and privileges, but the real evils, 
the tumults and ſeditions of a popular government: let us 
bleſs God, that in ſpite of all the inſidious arts, and open 
threats of our enemies, we ſtill live under the mild and equal 
government of a king, lords, and commons ; between whom 
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the power of the realm is ſo equally diſtributed, chat not- 
withſtanding the clamours and miſrepreſentations of ill-judg- 
ing, or ill:defigning perſons, the balance is kept fairly and 
equally ſuſpended between them ; and each eſtate of the 
realm is prevented from encroaching upon the rights and 
privileges of the others. 


We may alledge another inſtance of our political happineſs 
as a proof that theſe aſſertions are true, namely, the ſtrict and 
impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, where the intereſt of any 
of theſe eſtates, or the individual members of them are con- 
cerned; and we may look upon this as an indubitable argu- 
ment that our political conſtitution is yet ſound and healthy, 
and feels no mortal ſymptoms of diſſolution or decay. Let any 
man reflect upon the late trials for treaſonable offences againſt 
the ſtate, and the exiſting powers of government, and fay if 
juſtice vas ever adminiſtered in any country with a more 
impartial hand, with greater dignity, or with greater temper 
and lenity to the offenders; eſpecially when we confider the 
magnitude of their crimes, and how deeply the intereſt and 
happineſs of the public, and the very exiſtence of the Go- 
vernment was involved in their proceedings. Next to 
Heaven, we may be thankful to the vigilance of Government 
that we enjoy our preſent ſecurity of perſon and property. 
Nor 
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Nor are we in a ſmall degree indebted to thoſe members of 
the community who from civil characters and private ſta- 
tions, have come forward in a military capacity, by voluntary 
or other ſervices, to ſtrengthen the hands of Government, 
and to ſupport the civil power. Perhaps it is to this general 
ſpirit, which has actuated the body of the public, that we are 
indebted for our preſent ſecurity; and let us hope, that if 
this national ſpirit be perſevered in with vigour and unani- 
mity, by the bleſſing of God upon it, this nation may once 
more be the happy inſtrument of reſtoring peace to Europe, 
and to the world at large; that ſo we and others, eſpecially 
our preſent enemies, may beat our ſwords inis plough-ſhares, 
and our ſpears into pruning-hooks ; that nation may not lift up 
{word againſt nation, neither may learn war any more; but that 
we may /it every man under his vine, and every man under his 
fig<!ree ; and that none may make us afraid. 


But of all the bleſſings, public or private, which through 
the favour of Heaven have been delivered from immediate 
danger by our late naval ſucceſſes, there is none which more 
juſtly demands our praiſes ro Almighty God, or gratitude to 
our generous defenders, than the preſervation of our religious 
eſtabliſhment; freedom of divine worſhip, - and liberty of 
conſcience for ourſelves, and others. We truſt the form of 
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ſound and rational ſervices eſtabliſhed for our national church 
is as conformable as it could well be made to the apoſtolic 
pattern. And every man who thinks at all, muſt be ſenſible 
how much both public and private vigtue depends upon the 
ſoundneſs, the piety, and the ſincerity of religious profeſſion. 
In this reſpect we are ſignally favoured. We have the holy 
Scriptures in our own tongue, open to our daily inquiries ; 
{o that the word of God may be a conſtant lantern unto our 
teet, and a light unto our paths :—all the offices of our holy 
Church dwell upon the actual condition of man; his re- 
demption from the power of fin, and the penalty of death 
eternal, by the ſacrifice and the mediation of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; the ſanctification of the Holy Spirit of God; the means 
of grace aſforded to us here, and the hope of eternal glory 
hereafter, Theſe are ſublime and exalted truths of the moſt 
intereſting concern to man, which have for their object the 
happineſs of his whote nature, not only for the ſhort period 
of this frail and tranſitory life, but in the preſence of God, 
and through the endleſs ages of eternity—for ever and ever. 
We certainly have the candle of the Lord ſhining brightly in 
the offices of our church ; but let us aſk ourſelves if we are 
ſufficiently careful to walk in the light of it ?—if our lives 
and actions are made conformable to our knowledge ?—if our 
piety to God, and charity to each other be at all proportioned 
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to the benefits and obligations God has freely conferred upon 
us ?—Queſtions of this nature ſeriouſly put to our minds in 
the hours of retirement and reflection, could not fail to have 
a powerful influence upon our hearts; and to make them and 
the thoughts and actions that proceed from them, daily 
more and more ſuch as God and ourſelves may approve. 


Let us learn, therefore, to value theſe our great bleſſings, 
both of a civil and a religious nature highly as they deſerve ; 
to be thankful to Almighty God for our creation, redemp- 
tion, and ſanctification; and above all things to take care 
that we have fervent charity amongſt ourſel ves, and towards 
others, who differ from us inoffenſively in religious opinions; 
begging that God would pour into the hearts of us all, a ſpirit 
of unity and peace, that we may all remember there is one body 
and one Spirit, even as we are called in one hope of our calling ; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in us all. Let us beſeech God, 
that he will give us grace to improve the preſent and all his 
other mercies, to the glory of his name, the advancement of 
the goſpel, the honour of our gracious ſovereign, and as far 
as In us lies, to the good of all mankind. And let us beg 
that God will keep alive in our hearts, by the ſanctifying 
graces of his Spirit, ſuch a conſtant ſenſe and remembrance 
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of his goodneſs, ſuch a fear of offending, ſuch reliance on 
his help in time of need, as may daily appear in the conform- 
ity of our lives to the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Then may we ſafely rely upon God, whoſe power 
no creature is able to refiſt ; to whom it juſtly belongeth to 
puniſh finners, and ro be merciful to them that truly repent, 
for national protection and proſperity. Then may we hope 
that our ſons may grow up as the young plants, and that our 
daughters may be as the poliſhed corners of the Temple: that our 
garners may be fall and plenieons with all manner of fore; that 
our ſheep may bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands in our ftreets ; 
that our oxen may be flrong to labour ; that there be no decay, no 
leading into caplivily, and no complaining in our fireets. For 
happy are the people that are in ſuch a caſe ; vea, bleſſed are the 
people who have the Lord for their God. | 
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